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manage without you ? Haven't you got any conscience, you
with your shameless eyes ? "                                          -*
" But what harm have I done ? What are you annoyed
about, grandmother ? " Aksinia asked, flaring up,
" What do you mean : what harm have you done ? Have
you any right to touch Natalia's child, when you yourself
sent her to her grave ? "                                                 ^
<r How can you say such a thing, grandmother ? Come
to your senses ! Who sent her to her grave ? She laid hands
on herself."
" And not because of you ? "
c< I know nothing about that/'
11 But I do ! " Ilfnlchna cried excitedly.
" Don't shout, old woman ; I'm not your daughter-in-
law, for you to shout at me. I've got a husband to do that/'
" I can see you through and through ! I see even what
you're hoping for I You're not my daughter-in-law, but
you'd like to be ! First you want to win over the children,
then you'll make up to Grishka. Isn't that it ? "              \
"I've got no intention of becoming your daughter-in-law.
Are you going mad, old woman ? I've got a husband still
alive."
" That's just the point, that you're trying to get away
from a living husband in order to fasten yourself on to
another I "
Aksinia noticeably turned pale, and said :
" I don't know what you're setting about me and abusing
me for. I've never fastened myself on to anyone and never
intend to, and what I said to your grandson . . . what harm
is there in that ? You know full well I've got no childre^
of my own, I'm glad to see other's children, and so I called
him. D'you think I loaded him down with presents ? I gave
him a lump of sugar, if that's what you call presents ! And
why should I give him presents anyway ? You're gabbling
God knows what I "
" You never called him into your hut when his mother
was alive. But as soon as Natalia's dead you suddenly grow
good-natured/'
" He used to visit ine even when Natalia wa$ alive 1 "
Aksinia said with the least trace of a smile.
** Don't tell lies, you shameless hussy I "
" You ask him, and then call me Har if you like 1 "